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CONFIDENTIAL DUBLIN 01290 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, MNUC, El 

SUBJECT: IRISH REPLY TO BREZHNEV ON ENHANCED RADIATION 
WEAPONS 

REF: DUBLIN 245 

1 . THE IRISH GOVERNMENT FINALLY DELIVERED ITS REPLY 
IN MOSCOW APRIL 14 TO THE BREZHNEV LETTER ON THE "NEUTRON 
BOMB" (REFTEL). THE REPLY WAS DRAFTED BEFORE PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S STATEMENT. MFA COUNSELOR MACKERNAN READ TO US 
THE SHORT REPLY, WHICH MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: (A) 

AS A NEUTRAL COUNTRY WITH VERY LIMITED ARMAMENTS, IRELAND 
HAS NO INVOLVEMENT IN DEVELOPMENT OR DEPLOYMENT OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS OR OTHER MAJOR WEAPONS. (B) THE GOI 
HAS ALWAYS DEPLORED THE EXISTENCE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEM ABOLISHED. (C) THE GOI FAVORS 
ANY EFFECTIVE STEPS TO LIMIT OR AVOID "NEW WEAPONS'" AND 
FAVORS GENERAL DISARMAMENT. (D) THE GOI FAVORS DETENTE 
AND BELIEVES THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT 
INCLUDES AN AGREEMENT TO LESSEN ARMAMENTS AND MILITARY 
ACTIVITIES BY CSCE PARTICIPANTS "ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD". 

(MACKERNAN SAID THIS WAS SUPPOSED TO MEAN AFRICA, AND 
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HE BELIEVES THE SOVIETS WILL UNDERSTAND IT THUS.) 

(E) SPECIFICALLY ON NEUTRON WEAPONS THE GOI HOPES THAT 
ALL COUNTRIES CAPABLE OF PRODUCING THEM, AND OTHER 
TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS, CONSIDERING ALL FACTORS, COULD 
COME TO A MUTUAL AGREEMENT NOT TO DEPLOY THEM. (MACKERNAN 
ASSERTED THAT THE CAREFULLY CHOSEN LANGUAGE IN THIS 
PARAGRAPH SHOULD NOT BE PARTICULARLY USEFUL TO THE 
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SOVIETS. 

2. MACKERNAN SAID THE GOI HAS NO PRESENT INTENTION OF 
MAKING PUBLIC ITS REPLY TO BREZHNEV, BUT IT MIGHT BECOME 
NECESSARY IN THE COURSE OF ANSWERING A QUESTION ON THE SUBIECT IN THE 
IRISH PARLIAMENT. SHANNON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, NUCLEAR BOMBS, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DUBLIN01290 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 68-0741 
Format: TEL 
From: DUBLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780441 /aaaabipo. tel 

Line Count: 68 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 37918bab-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 DUBLIN 245 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2922943 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IRISH REPLY TO BREZHNEV ON ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS 
TAGS: PARM, MNUC, El, UR, (BREZHNEV, LEONID I) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/37918bab-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



